Character Building ~ Obedience
This week’s Moola Monster character is Cady McShell. Cady’s gift is Obedience. I have yet to meet a parent who is not completely engaged in learning how to teach obedience to their children. Wouldn’t it be great to make a request as a parent, coach, or teacher and have our children respond “yes mam” or “yes sir” every time? Like all character traits if you want to teach your children to obey, we have to first look at ourselves. 
Children will model behavior. Be honest with yourself about your obedience to your boss, to your parents, to God. Do you say “yes mam” and “yes sir” to those with whom you are accountable? Throughout the Bible we are called to obedience. While it is faith that saves us, our obedience in the Lord is no less required. In Colossians chapter 3, Paul specifically addresses our obedience as new creations in Christ and how it is pleasing to God.
We are designed to give God glory. It is what brings us true joy in our lives. Do you feel happy when you are in disobedience with the Lord? Do your children feel happy when they are disobedient with you? I am guessing probably not. There is a correlation with being happy and obedient to the model that God designed. This is because it makes God happy. Colossians 3:20 tell us, “Children be obedient to your parents in all things, for this is well-pleasing to the Lord.” (NASB). 
Here are some thoughts to help you with your child and the importance of obedience:
· Talk to them about the Lord’s happiness. Read them Colossians 3:20. This will help them understand that God asks them to be obedient because it makes him happy.
· Speak to each other with proper language in front of your children. Use “yes mam” and “yes sir” with each other. Be proper models. 
· When your child is disobedient and discipline is required, take the time at an appropriate moment to ask them what the appropriate response should have been. Discipline should be a healthy part of learning obedience, but always remember to reinforce what the expectations are for appropriate behavior in a positive gentle reinforcing way.
Godly obedience is something for all of us to consider in our lives. Jesus was obedient all the way through His death on the cross for our eternal life. If he valued obedience to God in love for us that much, how much more should we consider our obedience in love for Him? How much more should we take the time to encourage Godly obedience with our children? Obedience is often thought of with resentment in our culture. In the culture of the Heavenly Kingdom of God in Jesus Christ, obedience should be thought of as pure joy.
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