[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]Character Medicine 
I was at the pharmacy picking up some medicine for my son the other day because he had a nagging cough. There must have been three other parents just like me grabbing over the counter medications. After all, if our kids are sick we are going to get them something to help them feel better. We will do anything in our power to protect our children from sickness.
I do not know a single mom or dad who will sit by while there child is running a fever and do nothing to get them well. Would you sit by and just watch while a bacterial infection hurts your son or daughter? Of course not, yet many parents today are sitting by and watching cultural bacteria infect their children’s character every day. 
We are in a constant battle for our children’s character. TV, radio, billboards, the Internet, and every possible media outlet are trying to influence the way your children experience the world. They promote violence, sex, poor language, disrespect, and a host of other character illnesses that are overwhelming our kids. 
In my last article I spoke about the “picking your battle” syndrome that impacts most parents due to fatigue.  Character is a battle we cannot afford to lose. If we do not insist our children live with the character Christ has called us to, then the world will infect their character with disease. Will you sit by and allow this to happen?
It is never too late to work on character. Begin with the simple step of manners. 
1. Insist your children address adults as sir or mam. Remove “Yea” and “Nah” from their vocabulary and only respond to “yes sir” or “yes man” or “no sir” or “no mam”. 
2. Speak to your children with manners. Speak to your spouse with manners. Be a role model for good manners.
This is a battle, as parents we cannot afford to lose. This one is worth fighting. Do not let the world shape your children. “…But as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.” Joshua 24:15
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